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features

Noted Mid-East scholar Fawaz Gerges traces steps in the
Jihadist movement’s decision to attack “the far enemy,” the
United States and its allies, after two decades of concentrating
on “the near enemy” in the Middle East. Gerges delivered the
annual ). Roderick Davis Lecture.

Samford French professor Mary McCullough shares
observations and insights gained from her participation in a
Fulbright-Hays Seminar in Egypt during the summer of 2005.

Samford religion professor David Bains discusses the shaping
of Samford’s campus from the 1940s on, including an early
version planned by descendants of Frederick Olmstead,
designer of New York City’s Central Park and the famed
Biltmore House and Gardens in North Carolina.

Pharmacy Dean Joseph O. Dean reflects on learning and
teaching that touch six decades at Samford in the McWhorter
School of Pharmacy newsletter, an insert in this Seasons.
Check out the latest news from one of Samford’s oldest
component colleges, dating from 1927.

That funny fellow inspiring guffaws and groans as the
Baltimore Oriole mascot is none other than former “Spike”
Mike Milton of Samford. He made almost 400 appearances
last year for the American League baseball team, including
the New York City wedding of a huge Oriole fan.
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A Fine Man, an Undelivered Speech

uffering through multiple health

and personal problems, a long-

term employee and friend had

become habituated to pain-

killers, then alcohol. Unable to
work, sick, addicted, he spent far too
many days in a private, senseless stupor.
One morning last spring when his wife
needed their car, a rear tire was flat.
Foggily aware of his incapacity, he
fumbled with the phone book and
unexplainably dialed a tow truck
company.

“Got anybody there that can change
a tire?” he slurred into the phone.

Hearing a question that was hardly
routine for tow truck companies, but
sensing someone in need, the tow-truck
driver felt kindly inclined to answer,
“Yes.” He would be right over.

On site, the big truck driver—
himself only three years removed from
the 15-year grip of dereliction and
drugs—discerned in my friend all the
symptoms of a fellow human being in
dire need. In no time, he had changed
the tire and reappeared at the doorstep.
My friend opened the door through a
haze of malaise. The truck driver laid a
large hand on his shoulder and told my
friend simply, “I don’t know what you've
done, but you haven’t done anything the
Lord can’t forgive.”

Strangely and instantly over-
whelmed by the unexpected directness
of his statement, perhaps made vul-
nerable by the utter hopelessness of his
condition, my friend was emotionally
melted, reduced to his knees and asked

the Lord to renew his life
and to restore him. Ina
turn of events over
many weeks, mentored
by the tow-truck
driver, my friend found
his way to a trans-
forming faith, aban-
doned his bad habits
and addictions, and
passionately joined in
ministry to needy
persons, including
the homeless in
Birmingham’s Linn
Park. Weeks later, telling me of his
triumph, my friend spoke of the joy he
was finding in helping others. He said,
“Goodness knows | have little enough
myself, but | am going from here to buy
a few shirts for a man who has none.”
Having listened, incredulous, to the
account of my friend’s recovery, |
wanted to meet the driver of the tow
truck, who in changing a tire was the
instrument in changing a man’s life, by
reminding him of the Lord’s infinite
capacity to forgive and set right. When
they later came to my office, James
Richardson was a surprise—a good-
looking, gentle giant of a black man, tall,
broad-shouldered, handsomely dressed
in sport coat, well-creased trousers and
tie, his shaven head lit up by sincere eyes
and a heart-warming smile. James told
me of his past, straightforward and with-
out emotion. Three years earlier, reading
a Bible in jail, he knew only that he
never wanted to be in jail again, that life

James Richardson

ought to be better. In solitude,

as he thought about his devout

parents, about Bible lessons he

had learned as a child, he deter-
mined that, with the Lord’s
help, his life would turn around.
And it did. As one of his friends
said, he came out of jail a
changed man.

When he finished, my eyes
were watery and my voice
choked in response to their
touching testimonies. “James,”

I asked, “would you come tell that
story to Samford students?

“I'll be glad to tell the story any-
where | can,” he assured me. We agreed
to find a suitable date during the
fall term.

Saturday morning, July 30th, |
picked up my newspaper to read that “a
Birmingham tow-truck driver and
preacher to the city’s homeless was shot
to death early Friday morning while on a
towing run.” | froze with dread that it
might be the only tow-truck driver |
knew, just as my eyes fell on the second
paragraph: “James Richardson, 43.”
Summoned by police to tow away a
wrecked car, he had been alone after
midnight when someone shot him and
took his wallet. One of his friends said,
“Knowing James, he probably had $2 or
$3 in his wallet, and he would have
cheerfully given that and more to anyone
who asked.”

That powerful story is James’ legacy.
He never got to share it with Samford
students.

oot

Thomas E. Corts
President
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Buchanan Winner Sanders Believes
in Giving Italian Music Its Due

r. Donald Sanders firmly believes
Dthat good students challenge
teachers to be better. “Everything
about teaching is reciprocal,” said the
longtime music faculty member. “Good
students are absolutely part of the reason
for a teacher doing a good job.”

But this year’s Buchanan Teaching
Award winner also subscribes to pianist
Leon Fleischer’s definition: “The
teacher’s role is to inspire.”

Sanders has worked to do that over
the years in two distinctly different
settings, the lecture course and the
performance skill class. He teaches music
history to lecture sections and piano to
individual students in the School of
Performing Arts.

“I try to get the students talking in
lecture courses,” he said, calling the shift
away from the 50-minute lecture in the
direction of class participation the
biggest teaching change he’s seen in 31
years at Samford.

“In one-on-one performance
classes, it's a matter of getting students to
improve, no matter where they start.

“| like the mix of teaching both
kinds of classes,” he said.

Sanders’ academic specialty is 17th-
and 18th-century Italian music, which
he believes gets credit for less influence
in the formation of classical music than
it deserves.

“There is the feeling in some circles
that German and Austrian music had
more influence than Italian,” he said,
“but Mozart's music was actually an
amalgamation of German and Italian
styles. That’s just one example.”

Sanders joined the Samford music
faculty in 1974. He holds a bachelor’s in
piano performance from the University
of South Carolina, a master’s in piano
performance from Michigan State
University and a Ph.D. in musicology
from the University of Kansas.

The South Carolina native has led
Samford music students on tours of
Italy, where he has done research on

18th-century keyboard music and 17th-
century Italian church music. On his
most recent tour in 2004, he led the
group to an Italian opera house in
Mantua where Mozart performed as a
13-year old student.

“Betty Sue Shepherd [his piano-
teaching colleague at Samford] was
along, and I asked her to perform,” he
said. “She played some Mozart. It was a
wonderful experience.”

Sanders performs regularly as a
chamber music player and accompanist
with his colleagues in the Division of
Music, and also speaks and writes about

Dr. Donald Sanders leads one of
his music history classes.

17th- and 18th-century Italian music. He
is a contributor to the current edition of
the New Grove Dictionary of Music and
Musicians.

He also is completing a modern
edition of the first music written for
piano in 1732, a work entitled 12 Sonatas
by Lodovico Giustini. Sanders’ edition is
scheduled for publication by Carl
Fischer Publishing in early 2006. H

Box Named Dean
of Education School

r. Jeanie A. Box, acting dean of

the Orlean Bullard Beeson School
of Education and Professional Studies
at Samford since the fall of 2004, was
named dean of the education school,
effective Sept. 15.

A member of the Samford
education faculty since 1989, Box also
served as associate dean of curriculum
and instruction and chair and pro-
fessor in the award-winning teacher
education department of the edu-
cation school.

Box is a
member of
the board of
examiners for
the National
Council for the
Accreditation of
Teacher Education
[NCATE]. She has
been a team
member on
numerous
NCATE reviews throughout the U.S.

She received her B.S. degree from
Auburn University and her M.S., Ed.S.
and Ph.D. degrees from the University
of Alabama at Birmingham.

Box received the George Macon
Teaching Award at Samford in 1992. 1

Dean Jeanie Box

Samford Gets Its
Highest Ranking

amford University vaulted into
third place in the South among

master’s degree schools the 2006 U.S.
News & World Report rankings of
America’s Best Colleges, its highest
ranking in history. Samford ranks
higher in its peer group than any
Alabama school.

Samford moved up from fifth
in the South in its category, Best
Universities—Master’s, which includes
schools offering undergraduate,
master’s and some doctoral programs.

Samford also ranks 13th in the
South in the Best Value category.

“Public recognition for academic
quality and effectiveness is hard to
come by, so it means a great deal to be
acknowledged by peers and other
experts,” said President Thomas E.
Corts.

SAMFORD
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Went Global

13

Fawaz Gerges delivers the
J. Roderick Davis Lecture
Oct. 13 at Samford.

, P
\

by Sean Flynt

Fawaz Gerges, Christian A. Johnson
Chair in International Affairs and
Middle Eastern Studies at Sarah
Lawrence College, returned to
Samford Oct. 13 as a featured
speaker in the J. Roderick Davis
Lecture Series. Gerges discussed the
origins of the militant Islamist jihad

(“armed struggle”), how it became
a global phenomenon and how it
might finally be defeated—themes
outlined in the most recent of his
many books, The Far Enemy:

Why Jihad Went Global.



he noted author, analyst and

commentator said the

jihadist movement was born

in the mid-1970s in Egypt

and for two decades was
primarily focused on replacing existing
Middle Eastern regimes—*“the near
enemy”—uwith Muslim theocracies.
Several developments turned a portion
of the movement down the path toward
direct attacks on “the far enemy”—the
United States and its allies.

The Road to 9/11

The jihadist defeat of the Soviet super-
power in Afghanistan in 1989 was of
critical importance because it left
100,000 U.S.-supported, -trained and
-armed jihadists in search of a new fight,
Gerges said. “What do you do with a
huge army of seasoned, professionalized,
empowered and emboldened jihadists
on the move?”

As the jihadists pondered that
question, Saddam Hussein’s Iraq invaded
oil-rich U.S. ally Kuwait. Saudi jihadist
Osama bin Laden proposed to the Saudi
Arabian government that he assemble an
army of fellow jihadists to expel the
secular tyrant Hussein from Kuwait
without resorting to U.S. military inter-
vention at the heart of the Muslim
world. The Saudi government rejected
bin Laden’s offer and engaged the U.S. to
drive Hussein’s army from Kuwait.
Suddenly, the far enemy had a perma-
nent military presence in the most
sacred of Muslim lands.

“Our stationing of troops in Saudi
Arabia in 1991 was the most important
catalyst in enraging religious sensibilities
throughout the Muslim world and, in
particular, in alienating Osama bin
Laden and the radicals of his ilk,” Gerges
said. “Saudi Arabia isn’t just another
country. Saudi Arabia is the heart of the
Muslim Oma, or community, world-
wide. Saudi Arabia is the home of the
two holiest shrines in Islam—Mecca and

Medina. Saudi Arabia was the birthplace
of the Prophet Mohammed. This is
where Islam was born.”

The third major development in the
jihadist movement’s growth outside the
region was, ironically, its defeat in the
local struggles that had been its focus since
the 1970s. By the late 1990s, Gerges said,
most jihadists had declared a “unilateral
cease fire,” essentially surrendering. “Of
course,” he added, “a small minority of
jihadists, mainly in Afghanistan, decided
to expand the war away from the near
enemy to the far enemy.”

Gerges said this fringe-of-a-fringe
calculated that, having been defeated at
home and rejected even by other
jihadists, they could galvanize support
for their cause by attacking the U.S. and
provoking a violent response that would
alienate and radicalize the mainstream
Muslim world. They had already defeated
one superpower, so why not take on
another? So, Al Qaeda emerged in 1998
with the express intent of attacking the
U.S. directly.

Playing into bin Laden’s

Hands?
The good news, according to Gerges, is

that “there were few takers for Al Qaeda’s
project in the Muslim world.” The group
remains far outside the Muslim main-
stream and even outside the jihadist
mainstream. Gerges noted that U.S.
intelligence agencies estimate the
maximum number of Al Qaeda members
at approximately 10,000. The Egypt-
based jihadist group Jamaa Islamiya, by
contrast, has a membership of more
than 100,000, and its leaders have
criticized Al Qaeda for endangering
remaining local jihadist movements by
attacking the United States. As a result of
such disagreement, Gerges said, “there is
a major civil war taking place within the
jihadist movement.”

Al Qaeda’s strategy failed in
Afghanistan, bringing down Al Qaeda’s
Taliban allies and severely weakening the
organization. “I think we have done
magnificently against Al Qaeda,” Gerges
said. “Al Qaeda now is a shadow of its
former self”” He noted that the U.S.
estimates that 65 percent of Al Qaeda’s
leaders are dead, almost every Al Qaeda
lieutenant involved in the 9/11 attacks
has been arrested, 5,000 Al Qaeda foot
soldiers have been arrested or killed, and
Osama bin Laden and other top Al
Qaeda leaders are in hiding and out of
contact with their remaining lieutenants.
The result, Gerges said, is that Al Qaeda

is decentralized, and local affiliates are
now acting on their own.

Unfortunately, the war in Iraq has
given Al Qaeda “a new lease on life,”
Gerges said. In addition to toppling a
secular dictatorship once allied with the
U.S., the war in Iraqg has achieved the Al
Qaeda goals of alienating the main-
stream Muslim world from the U.S., and
serving as a rallying point and training
ground for a new jihadist army. I
wonder sometimes if the way we defined
the threat, the way we reacted to the
threat, the way we still define the threat,
plays exactly into the hands of Al Qaeda
and Osama bin Laden,” Gerges said.

Practicing What We Preach
“The worst thing you can do in this
particular war is fight a unilateral war,”
Gerges said. “Every single major break-
through against Al Qaeda since 9/11 has
occurred as a result of multilateral coor-
dination and collaboration with our
allies—every single one. \We must create
a highly complex, highly viable, multi-
lateral coalition to engage the inter-
national community in order to slay the
monster.” Doing that, he said, will “com-
plete the internal encirclement of Al
Qaeda”

Gerges said such coalition-building
must include reaching out to the 70
percent of the Muslim world’s popu-
lation under the age of 20, nurturing
their hope for the future and their
attraction to the American ideal. But he
warned that this will be difficult to do if
the U.S. also defends the oppressive
regimes that seek to limit the futures and
rights of those young people.

“l would say one of the most
important ideas in this particular war is
to keep a healthy distance from dictators,”
Gerges said. “Look who our friends are
in the Middle East even after 9/11. Our
friends are the sheiks and the princes and
royal families in Saudi Arabia. Our friends
are the dictators in Algeria and Egypt,
who have tens of thousands of political
prisoners. How do you reach out to this
huge constituency—the 70 percent of
the Muslim population—while, on the
one hand, you invade a country and say,
‘We want to liberate you, to liberalize
you, to democratize you, and on the
other hand you welcome the king of
Saudi Arabia, the dictators of Egypt and
Algeria? To practice what we preach—I
think this would be one of the most
effective tools in trying to defeat the
serial killers who visited death and havoc
upon our shores on 9/11.” M
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Reflections on

Dr. Mary McCullough’s
Egyptian travels as a
Fulbright-Hays Scholar
included visits to the
Great Pyramids, the
tomb of Ramses Il at
Abu Simbel (Page 7
top, with McCullough
in foreground) and a
market at Khan el
Khalili in medieval Cairo.

or the past 10 years, | have been

interested in the cultures of North Africa

and the Middle East, especially their con-

temporary literature and music. After

two days of orientation at Yale University
in late June, I traveled with 15 other educators on
a long-awaited journey to Egypt. \We were par-
ticipants in a Fulbright-Hays Summer Seminar
Abroad. | had looked forward to the experience
since learning of my appointment in the spring.
Our preparatory lectures on women’s issues,
current Egyptian politics, music and dance,
Egypt’s connection to its past, and Egyptian
literature only whetted my appetite.

Landing in Cairo June 30, we settled into our
hotel and later enjoyed an expansive dinner
hosted by the Egyptian Fulbright staff. The con-
tinuous hospitality amazed all of us; the generous,
genuine spirit and sense of humor for which
Egyptians have a reputation made us all feel at
ease within the culture. Not only did the
Fulbright staff and our tour guides welcome us,
but everywhere we went, Egyptians of all ages
shouted, “Welcome! Welcome to Egypt!” when
they learned we were from the United States.
People were so much more welcoming than | ever
thought possible.

by Mary McCullough

The Fulbright seminar was based in Cairo,
where we attended lectures on ancient Egypt, pre-
Islamic literature, contemporary Christianity in
Egypt, Islamic art and architecture, Islam in
Egypt, bedouin culture, the feminist movement in
Egypt and contemporary Egyptian art.

One surprising issue that surfaced during our
lectures had to do with democracy, which
Egyptians seem to feel must spring from the
people of a country and not be imposed as a
disguised form of Western imperialism. \We
discovered that the Egyptian political scene is very
complicated, and there is the feeling that the
Western media sometimes focus too much on
marginal groups such as the Kefaya movement,
which is not seen as important by many Egyptians.

Many of the lectures coincided with cultural
activities and tours. With our well-trained, enter-
taining and knowledgeable tour guide, Mohammed
Ossama, we visited the pyramids and the Sphinx;
the Egyptian Museum of Antiquities, where the
treasures from King Tutankhamen’s tomb are
exhibited along with numerous ancient Egyptian
artifacts such as mummified animals; and the
Mummy Room, where mummies of Ramses,
Nefertiti and others are on display. Ve saw Islamic
Cairo, the Coptic Christian neighborhoods of




Cairo and a synagogue. We went to a perform-
ance of rolling dervishes and a concert by Wasat
el Balad, a popular, socially and politically minded
contemporary Egyptian band, much appreciated
by Egypt’s youth. We took a weekend trip to
Alexandria, where we visited the recently rebuilt
library and learned about Egypt when it was
dominated by the Roman Empire. We went to
Sharm el Sheikh, a resort on the Sinai Peninsula,
where we went snorkeling in the Red Sea and
visited Egypt’s oldest monastery, St. Catherine’s.
Our final trip was a four-day cruise on the Nile,
where we visited Upper Egypt (the southern part
of the country, so called because the Nile flows
north), the Valley of the Kings, Luxor and Aswan,
and Abu Simbel.

We also spent several days discussing current
events and issues of the region with VIPs. We
visited the Arab League (the Arab world’s equi-
valent to the United Nations), where we were
given a tour and attended a lecture on the role of
the Arab League in the Middle East peace process.
On the same day, we met Israel’s ambassador to
Egypt after his talk and question-and-answer
session, arranged especially for our group.

The Arab League is obviously interested in
peace between Israel and Palestine but seems to
see a side not always shown in U.S. media. The
league sees the withdrawal of troops from Gaza as
problematic because without an airport or sea-
port, and with Israeli soldiers still posted at the
border, Gaza will be like a prison for Palestinians,
with no free access to the outside world.

The league was not in favor of the U.S.
invasion of Iraq but would work with the United
States to stabilize the country, sending its troops
in if the U.S. would withdraw. Thus far, however,
the U.S. seems unwilling to do so.

Each seminar participant proposed a cur-
ricular project to be completed at the participant’s
respective institution upon returning to the
United States. My project focuses on the history
of women in Egypt and issues facing contem-
porary Egyptian women, with particular focus on
the Islamic practice of veiling.

\eiling is a complex question. It existed in
pre-Islamic societies in the Middle East but was

started early in Islam to distinguish between
women who had converted to Islam and those
who had not, and to distinguish between the
wives of Mohammed and other women. The style
varied widely from region to region. Women have
started veiling recently for several reasons:
economic (they don’t need a hairdresser), familial
or peer pressure, religious, and others. The Koran
states that both women and men should lower
their gaze and be modest, so the “hidjab” (the
Koranic term for the veil, which can also mean
“screen,” “partition” or “curtain”) can be inter-
preted as a symbol of modesty.

As | reflect on my monthlong experience, |
think of how my perceptions about Egypt shifted.
I learned quickly that Egyptians feel very con-
nected to their ancient past, and they see their
identity as Egyptian, not Middle Eastern, Arab or
African. The stereotypes, the misinformed and
incomplete images so many people have unfor-
tunately taint opinions about people who are
similar to us in more ways than we might think. |
would like to return to the area to learn more
about the complex interactions that make up
Egyptian society, whether they be cultural,
political, social, artistic—or simply human.

I am grateful that | was able to experience
Egypt firsthand, and my interest in this area has
increased. | am proud to have been an unofficial
representative of the United States, to promote
cultural exchange and understanding of this
much misinterpreted part of the world. l

Dr. Mary E. McCullough is assistant professor of
French in the world languages and cultures depart-
ment at Samford University. She traveled in Egypt
during July as a Fulbright-Hays Scholar. She has
documented her research in a booklet for Samford
cultural perspectives courses. The booklet is
available from Dr. McCullough.
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Applebaum Study
of Gulag Shows
Vastness of Soviet
Repression

by William Nunnelley

One of the most pervasive elements of
Soviet life during the mid-20th century
was the Gulag system of work camps
that constantly threatened the lives of
Russian citizens at all levels of society.

Soviet premier Vladimir Lenin
began the system of forced labor camps
in the early '20s, but they reached their
zenith under dictator Joseph Stalin
between 1929 and his death in 1953. The
mass labor system ended after Stalin’s
death, although smaller, and in some
cases, more brutal political prisons for
dissidents stayed open through the 1980s.

Yet the West had little broad knowl-
edge of the Gulag before Russian novelist
and Nobel Prize-winner Alexandr
Solzhenitsyn wrote about it in his three-
volume work The Gulag Archipelago in
1973-75. Solzhenitsyn’s exhaustive study
was based on his own eight years in
Soviet prison camps, his memories of
other prisoners’ stories, and letters and
other documents.

Two years ago, a Washington Post
columnist, Anne Applebaum, provided a
further picture of the system in her book
Gulag: A History, for which she received
the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for general non-
fiction writing. The first study to make
use of recently released Soviet archives
on the Gulag system, Applebaum’s work
not only substantiated Solzhenitsyn’s
account, but added significantly to the
public’s knowledge of the Gulag. It is
being translated into more than
20 languages.

Applebaum, a e
Bessemer, Ala., native,
delivered the annual |
Ray Rushton Lecture at
Samford’s Cumberland
School of Law this fall.
She spoke on a program
with her husband, Radek
Sikorski, a native of
Poland and an official of
the American Enterprise
Institute in Washington,
D.C. Shortly before their
Oct. 10 appearance, Sikorski
was elected to the new Polish
Senate. (See separate story.)
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Applebaum stressed at Samford that
the topic of her book was not new and
that although Solzhenitsyn “had no
access to archives,” he did “get the
general outline of the history right.” But,
she concluded, “archives can make a
difference.”

Among other documents, she used
the day-to-day archive of the Gulag
administration, with inspectors’ reports,

financial accounts and

letters from camp
directors to their super-
visors in Moscow. By
reading these documents,
- “the full extent of the
system, and its impor-
tance to the Soviet
economy, comes into
focus,” she said.

“We had always
known that there were
many camps,” she
said. “Thanks to

archives, however, we
now know that there
.,sn Were at least 476
ANNE APPLESSS camp systems, each

St
g s ey

one made up of hundreds, even
thousands, of individual camps, or
lagpunkts, sometimes spread out over
thousands of square miles of otherwise
empty tundra.”

The majority of prisoners were
peasants and workers, she said, “not the
intellectuals who later wrote memoirs
and books.” With few exceptions, she
noted, the camps were not constructed
in order to kill people; Stalin preferred
firing squads for mass executions. Even
50, the camps could be lethal. Nearly one
quarter of the Gulag’s prisoners died
during the years of World War 1I.

Gulag prisoners came and went, and
camp rosters were very fluid, she said.
They left because they died, escaped, had
short sentences, were released to the Red
Army or because they were promoted
from prisoner to guard. There were
amnesties for the old, for pregnant
women and for anyone no longer useful
in the forced labor system.

“These releases were invariably fol-
lowed by new waves of arrests,” she said.

As a result, some 18 million people
passed through the camps during the



Stalin era, and another six to seven
million were deported to exile villages.
The camps began as part of Stalin’s
effort to increase industrial output and
collectivize agriculture, and spread to
virtually every sector of the economy.
They were located all across the vast
country, from cities such as Moscow to
power plants above the Arctic Circle to
fishing camps on the Pacific coast.
Prisoners did everything from digging
coal with a pickax to running nuclear
power plants to building apartments and
designing airplanes.

“In the Soviet Union of the 1940s,
the decade the camps reached their zenith,
it would have been difficult, in many
places, to go about your daily business
and not run into prisoners,” she said.

While the camps were designed as
places for people to work, they also were
intended “to terrorize and subjugate the
population,” said Applebaum. “It was a
living threat [of being sent to a camp]
that every Soviet citizen would have
known about and everyone would have
feared”

Ray Rushton Lecturers Anne Applebaum and Radek Sikorski

speak at Samford.

But if the Gulag played such a large
part in Soviet history, Applebaum asked,
why did people in the West know so
little about the system for so long? After
all, she said, in the terror famine of the
1930s, “Stalin killed more Ukrainians
than Hitler murdered Jews.”

Her answer was twofold: partly
because the archives were closed and the
Soviet camps were never filmed, as the
German concentration camps were at
the end of World War 11; partly because
the Soviet system of socialism had its
defenders in the West through the 1930s
and ’40s, vestiges of which remained as
late as the 1980s.

Why study the Gulag system?

“The more we understand how
different societies have transformed
their neighbors and fellow citizens into
objects, the more we know of the
specific circumstances which led to each
episode of mass murder, the better we
will understand the darker side of our
own human nature,” said Applebaum. Il

Common Voice Makes
U.S. and Europe ‘Seem
Legitimate,” Says Sikorski

adek Sikorski, elected to the new

Polish Senate in September, under-
scored his nation’s stance as a staunch
U.S. ally during an October appearance
at Samford. He described Poland as
“trans-Atlantic minded” and noted that
in the recent election, voters actually
exchanged one pro-U.S. government for
another that is even more pro-American.

Sikorski has been a resident fellow of
the American Enterprise Institute and
executive director of the New Atlantic
Initiative in Washington, D.C., for the
past three years. He returned to Poland
in late October to take his seat in the
Senate, representing his native region of
Bydgoszcz.

Speaking as part of Samford’s Ray
Rushton Lecture Series at the Cumberland
School of Law, Sikorski said the United
States now has a willingness to talk with
European allies. “Only when Europe and
the United States speak together does it
make them seem legitimate,” he said.

His hope is for a more united Europe
because that would mean “a more
effective Europe.”

Sikorski spoke on a program with
his wife, author Anne Applebaum, whose
book Gulag: A History was awarded the
2004 Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction
writing. (See separate story.)

Europe needed the U.S. as an ally “in
the old days,” Sikorski said, to protect it
from the threat of Soviet Russia. Now, he
said, it needs its American ally, because
while the population of Europe will
shrink during the next few years, the
number of terrorist-minded jihadists will
grow dramatically. Poland has a peace-
keeping tradition through the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization [NATO], he
noted, and that continues with Polish
troops in Irag.

Sikorski said that even though
Poland has held elections since the fall of
communism 15 years ago, the recent
election was the first “that is about the
future” One reason, he said, was that it
took the people of Poland a long time to
get away from their “Gulag vision” that
stemmed from almost half a century
under Soviet control.

Now, he said, Poland needs to
concentrate on such internal issues as
repairing its roads, eliminating cor-
ruption and doing something about its
18 percent unemployment figure. I
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lumna Pat Barnes Gillespie '55 recalls
that her senior homecoming, in the
fall of 1954, was celebrated in the red
mud of the new Homewood campus.
“We still had classes at East Lake,
but we had our parade through downtown
Homewood, and then laid the cornerstone for
Samford Hall,” said Gillespie, who was a member
of the Homecoming Court that year.

By the fall of 1957, students had started
classes on the new campus, beginning a new
chapter in the history of Samford and subsequent
homecomings.

Alumni and students by the thousands
celebrated a fun-filled Homecoming 2005 on a
picture-perfect fall weekend Oct. 28-30. Activities
ranged from a gala homecoming banquet and
fireworks Friday through Saturday reunions on a
tent-filled quad to an exciting win for the
Samford football team to an evening of laughter
with comedian Bill Cosby. Sunday’s worship
service in filled-to-capacity Hodges Chapel
completed a great weekend.

Former band member Bonnie Bolding
Swearingen '55, back for her 50-year class
reunion, reprised a role she first enjoyed as an
undergraduate. Tapped as “honorary drum
major” for the day, she conducted the Samford
marching band in the Fight Song during
Samford’s 31-11 win over Tennessee State.

Afterward, Swearingen recalled that during
the 1954 foothall season, she was the drum major
and a cheerleader. “I would wear my cheerleader
outfit during the first half of a game, change into
the drum major uniform for halftime, and then
put my cheerleading clothes back on for the
second half,” she said.

The quick-change routine got even trickier at
homecoming, when she was in the court and the
women wore eveningwear. “Then | also had to
change into my long dress for the halftime cere-
mony,” said Swearingen, who lives in Chicago, Ill.

One of her 1955 classmates, Pat Powell of
Birmingham, was among those who enjoyed a full
day of events, beginning the morning high above
campus in the gondola of a colorful hot-air
balloon. “The balloon ride was a lot of fun,” she
said as she prepared to reminisce with friends at
Saturday’s Golden Reunion banquet.

Pat Gillespie also was celebrating her 50-year
reunion at the Golden Bulldog brunch with her
brother, Bob Barnes '52 and sister-in-law, Judy
Brown Barnes '56. She had introduced the two
while she and Judy were practicing organ at
Ruhama Baptist Church. They all live in the
Birmingham area.

At the brunch, 1949 classmates June Baggett
and Pat Scofield, both of Birmingham, tied for
the Lockmiller Award given to the female present
from the earliest class who has not won the prize
previously. Retired chemistry department chair
Leven Hazlegrove '47 received the male
Lockmiller Award.

During the day, alumni from classes ranging
from the early 1940s, such as Florrie Hurtt—who
hasn’'t missed a homecoming since her graduation
in 1942—to the newest grads of 2005 returned to
their alma mater to reconnect with friends and
professors.

Saturday morning events included an on-
campus parade featuring the band, cheerleaders
and eight floats, all led by the grand marshals,
President Thomas E. Corts and wife, Marla,
riding in a horse-drawn carriage.

Judges picked Zeta Tau Alpha’s float, themed
“Cage the Tigers” in reference to the afternoon’s
opponents from Tennessee State University, for
the first-place $1,000 prize. Phi Mu won second
and Alpha Delta Pi won third.

Pleased parade watchers included Michael
’92 and Paula Martin Fargarson '93 of
Birmingham, and their three children, Anna,
Caleb and Mary Claire. “We're just hanging out
and going on to the game,” said Michael,
describing a schedule that many would duplicate.

.'..I

Top: Former drum

major Bonnie Bolding
Swearingen ’55 leads the
Samford Band during the
homecoming win over
Tennessee State.

Adjacent: Student
organizations welcome
back alumni and friends
on the quadrangle.
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Samford’s Justin Ray gains ground
against Tennessee State.

The quadrangle was dotted with
white tents as gathering points for
members of classes and organizations.

The Pi Kappa Phi tent was the
happening place for brothers and alumni
raising awareness for their philanthropy,
which supports disabled Americans. Jim
Stephens '73, M.B.A. 75, enjoyed the
camaraderie.

“I have been reminiscing, remem-
bering how beautiful the campus was
and how much more beautiful it is now,”
said Stephens, who lives in Bessemer,
Ala., and teaches business education at
Hueytown High School. He enjoyed a
brief sidewalk visit with Dr. Corts. “He’s
leaving a legacy,” Stephens said of Corts,
who will retire this year. Stephens’ own
legacy includes his son and fellow Pi
Kap, Matt, a Samford sophomore.

Joe Wingard 66 enjoyed an
impromptu visit with retired English
professor Ray Atchison "43. It was
Wingard’s first time at homecoming
since his graduation.

“I waited 40 years to come back
because I couldn’t attend while I was
working,” said Wingard, who made up
for lost years by registering for all events
through Sunday brunch. He retired this
year after a career teaching English at
Andalusia High School.

The “Samford in Spain” tent cele-
brated the program’s 20th anniversary.
“We had 17 in the first group, and at
least 500 students have gone in all,” said
world languages and cultures depart-
ment chair Myralyn Allgood '61, who
has led most of the trips.

Pamela McArthur '99 of West Palm
Beach, Fla., was on the 1998 trip.
“Traveling in Spain was one of the most
exciting education experiences | had,”

Zeta Tau Alpha’s “Cage the
Tigers” wins float competition.

Above right: The Samford
Marching Band swings into
action as part of the
Homecoming parade.
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said the Spanish/
biology double major.
“I spent the full 10
weeks that summer.
We stayed in three
towns, and | received
16 credits,” she
remembers. A music
minor, McArthur also
enjoyed visiting with
music alumni who
happened by the tent,
which was set up near
Buchanan Hall music
building.

Alumnus Mitch
McCoy '92, J.D. "95,
went to Spain after graduating as a
Spanish minor. The trip had such an
impact on him that
he is now finishing a Ph.D. in Spanish
literature at the University of Georgia.

The 45-member Samford Gospel
Choir performed a well-received concert
of gospel favorites on the Beeson
University Center steps.

Inside Beeson University Center, the
Bulldog Glee Club kicked off a barbecue
lunch with a miniconcert. The 15-
member club of alumni, faculty and
students premiered their talents at a
football game two weeks prior. The
group is led by music professor Timothy
Banks 74, its organizer, and includes
such alumni as physics professor Tommy
Tarvin '70 and retired communications
director Jack Brymer ’67.

The midday meal was a popular
draw for alumni, students and parents.

James Brake 50 and his sister,
Estelle Brake Teal, who attended in the
early 1970s, enjoyed the barbecue before
heading to Seibert Stadium for the

Comedian Bill Cosby (in Samford shirt) chats with Samford

football players, from left, Brad Booth, Ossie Buchannon, Steve
Wisdom, Kevin Pughsley and Cortland Finnegan at Art Gallery
reception.

1:30 p.m. kickoff. “We are members of
the First and 10 Club,” said Brake, a
football supporter and familiar face at
Samford athletic events. The siblings live
in Huffman.

Another avid sports enthusiast, Ed
Holcombe 65, spent the morning in
Seibert Hall. “I enjoyed watching both
the men and women'’s basketball
scrimmages,” said Holcombe, a Cullman
pharmacist who also was looking
forward to the football game.

Football fans were not disappointed,
as the Samford Bulldogs handily
defeated Tennessee State.

Off-the-field activities included a
brief pregame dedication ceremony at
Spirit Plaza, which includes a bronze
medallion of the Samford bulldog and
named bricks honoring individuals.
Spirit Plaza, located between Seibert
Stadium and Joe Lee Griffin Field, was
initiated by the Class of 2003, repre-
sented at the ceremony by class member
Sara Ellison, who flew from her home in
New York, N.Y., to cut the celebratory
ribbon.



P
Sara Ellison cuts ribbon at dedication
of Spirit Plaza.

Children of alumni and students
enjoyed the FunZone with the popular
MoonWalk and other options.

Halftime activity included the
presentation of the Homecoming Court
and crowning of senior Emily Morris of
Memphis, Tenn., as queen. She and
senior honor escort Jacob Simmons of
Hendersonville, Tenn., were elected by
vote of the student body. This year’s
queen, a sports medicine/premed major
and goal keeper for the women'’s soccer
team, was crowned by 1989 queen
Rachel Corts Wachter "90 of Spanish
Fort, Ala.

Homecoming 2005’s guest enter-
tainer Bill Cosby may have set a record
for foot traffic in 2,600-seat Wright
Center, which was almost sold out for
both of his back-to-back shows. Wearing
a Samford sweatshirt, Cosby held forth
from a stage that was bare except for an
easy chair and small side table.

The perennial favorite delighted two
audiences of students, alumni, parents
and community members with jokes
and stories on the trials of parenthood,
being a student and grandparenting. He
ended each two-hour show with his
classic dentist-chair routine, to which
audiences responded with appreciative
ovations.

“My face hurt from laughing so
much,” said one audience member,
whose sentiment was echoed by many.

Todd Heifner '91, '98 M.B.A., was
Coshy’s host for the day. “He couldn’t
have been nicer,” Heifner said of Cosby,
whose only food request was for Coney
Island-style hotdogs.

“He was most generous with this
time and comments, and asked me a lot
of questions about Samford. It was a
homerun hit for Samford,” said Heifner,
who was Samford student government
president during 1990-91.

Special worship services bookended
the three-day homecoming celebration.

Homecoming Court members enjoy the day. They are, from left, freshmen Lauren
Smith, Brookhaven, Miss., and Paul Anderson, Jacksonville, Fla.; sophomores Stephanie
Elliott, Birmingham, and Bobby Smith, Pensacola, Fla.; juniors Suzie Hornor,
Germantown, Tenn., and Chad Robison, Knoxville, Tenn.; queen Emily Morris, Memphis,
Tenn., and honor escort Jacob Simmons, Hendersonville, Tenn.; and seniors Olivia
Keaggy, Nashville, Tenn., Brian Cook, Decatur, Ala., Ann Claire Vaughn Paris, Tenn., and
Brandon Foltz, Nashville, Tenn. Morris and Simmons also are seniors.

A memorial choral evensong on
Friday honored the life of Andrew
Gerow Hodges '42, a Samford life trustee
who died Oct. 13. The event was held in
Andrew Gerow Hodges Chapel, dedi-
cated in 2003.

Beeson School of Divinity Dean
Timothy George recalled that when
trustees voted to name the chapel for the
retired Birmingham businessman, the
honoree, known by his middle name,
insisted that his first name be included.

In the Greek language, the name
Andrew connotes valor and courage,
traits that George noted earned Hodges
a bronze star for his heroic actions as an
American Red Cross volunteer in World
War I1.

In the Bible, Andrew, Jesus Christ’s
first disciple, was known as an encour-
ager and an introducer, exemplified by
his introducing Peter and Jesus Christ,
and introducing the boy with the loaves
and fishes to Jesus.

“Our Andrew had a gift of intro-
ducing, as in Samford to the Beeson
family,” said George, referring to the
connection that resulted in the school’s
largest gift from a single benefactor.

“In his quiet way,” George said of
Hodges, “he was bringing people
together and introducing them to Jesus
Christ. He would want us to keep intro-
ducing people to Jesus Christ.”

In the same chapel, located on the
site of a former men’s dorm, alumnus

Philip Wise, senior pastor of Second
Baptist Church, Lubbock, Texas, spoke at
a Sunday morning service. The pulpit
from which he spoke, he noted, was not
40 yards away from where he and room-
mate Bill Stevens would sleep until five
minutes before class.

“We were two jocks who didn’t hold
much promise, so there’s hope for all of
you,” he joked to the students in the
room, noting that Stevens is now chair-
man of the Samford board of trustees.

The 1970 graduate observed that
although Americans live in the most
prosperous, most democratic and safest
country in the world, most are not
content.

“1 believe what every human being
wants is the kind of contentment that
lasts,” said Wise. To find contentment,
Wise said, “Jesus says to look around you
and don’t worry, seek God’s kingdom,
and live your life today, not tomorrow or
yesterday.”

“Dream about tomorrow and learn
from yesterday,” advised Wise, “but don’t
let that keep you from living today.” l
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‘These Stories Take
on a Life of Their Ow

by William Nunnelley

Robert McCammon graduated from journalism school
during the Watergate era of the mid-'70s. He dreamed of
becoming a reporter, but because of the glut of young
journalists seeking to become the next Bob Woodward or
Carl Bernstein, he couldn’t find a job.

Finally, he was hired by the advertising department of a
Birmingham department store, Loveman’s. He delivered the
store’s daily ads to The Birmingham News. It was “as dead-end
a job” as one could imagine, he said.

But McCammon still wanted to write. He enjoyed read-
ing science fiction as a youth, and after reading an early
Stephen King novel, decided he could write horror fiction. He
had developed a vivid imagination as a youngster, partly, he
thinks, from being reared by his grandparents in a rambling
old house of Spanish architecture, now known as Gabrella
Manor, in Birmingham’s Roebuck section.

By the late '70s, publishers were looking for another Stephen King. About the same
time, in 1977, McCammon decided to try his hand at fiction writing full-time. His first
book, Baal, was bought by Avon Books, the paperback publisher, and published in 1978.

“It was a terrible book,” the author said at Samford during Homecoming. “But they
liked it and it sold.” Speaking on the Live at the Library series, he likened the experience to
“learning to write in public” Author Robert McCammon

McCammon quickly turned out a second book, and encountered “the sophomore speaks on Live at the Library.
curse.” The publisher said the manuscript too closely resembled a film script currently
being shot and rejected it. But after seeing the completed movie, Avon decided the
resemblance wasn't there after all.

The company bought not only the second book, Night Boat, but a third he had
ground out in two months time, Bethany’s Sin, for a combined price of $30,000. These
books appeared in 1980, and McCammon was on his way as a novelist.

Over the years since, he has written 10 additional novels of horror and general
fiction. Several have appeared on the New York Times best-seller list, including Boy’s Life
and Gone South. He told his Samford audience he didn't know how many books he
had sold, but one Web site estimated four million were in print.

His latest book, Speaks the Nightbird, is a historical novel about a witchcraft
trial in early South Carolina. It sat on a shelf for several years because he
disagreed with a New York publisher’s proposed changes. After he read from
the manuscript on a program at the University of Alabama in Birmingham,
River City Press of Montgomery, Ala., published a hardback edition (with-
out the changes) in 2002. Avon picked up the paperback rights, and that
publication led to a number of favorable reviews.

“A writer works alone,” McCammon said. “I don’t work with an
outline. It’s just a leap of faith. It’s fun not fully knowing where
you're going. It can be kind of mystical. These stories take on a life
of their own. When your work comes out well, it’s one of the
most gratifying feelings you can have.”

What should aspiring writers do?

“They should read,” said McCammon. “That gives an
appreciation for language. It helps you to think. And
they should practice writing every day.

“They can’t expect not to have to struggle and
push,” he said. “But it's wonderful to see your name on the
cover of a book” And when the author has reached the sta-
tus of having his name above the title, as McCammon has,
“it’s even more wonderful,” he added. B




“Dear God,” began the University profes-
sor in prayer, “thank you for these young
people who have chosen to respond to
Your calling to the ministry of teaching.”

It was Betsy Box’s first day in her
first education class at Samford
University, and the professor started the
class with a simple prayer. For the first
time in her young life, Box began to
understand that her desire to be an
educator was “a calling from God, a
mission.” Today, more than 30 years
later, that conviction continues to
compel her to dream and to act.

While a college student, Box had
opportunity to travel to Berea, Ky., to
assist in a research project investigating
why some children learn differently.
Learning disabilities were just beginning
to be recognized in academic circles, and
Box was intrigued with the possibility of
helping children who struggled in school.
She personally understood their struggles.

“In the first grade, I’d sit in Mrs.
Murphy’s class and write my Bs and Ds
backwards and wonder why Dick and
Jane had a pet cat and a pet
‘god.’ I'd go home, and my
mom, who was a teacher, would
re-teach me all the information
that | had been unable to learn
in class,” she recalled.

With her mother’s persist-
ence, Box ultimately succeeded.
“My mom was definitely my
inspiration,” she said, to help
children who struggled with
learning disabilities.

The first student for Box in
Kentucky was a 21-year-old
welder who could read only at a
second-grade level. His goal was
to read at a sixth-grade level so
he could fill out job applications.

“We worked hard for eight weeks,”
recalled Box, and the result was that the
young man was reading at a seventh-
grade level. He thanked his teacher with
dream-launching words. “Thank you for
my life,” he said.

“At that moment, my dream for a
school was born. I knew what | wanted
to do with my life. | wanted to develop a
school for children with learning disabil-
ities, so they wouldn’t have to struggle,”
she said.

After graduating from Samford in
1971, Box moved to Atlanta, landing a
job at Woodward Academy, where she
pioneered a program working with
learning-disabled children. She also
earned a Ph.D. in education.

Her students at Woodward
Academy improved under her steady
instruction, but she noticed a decline in
their skills during the summer. In 1980,
Box launched Squirrel Hollow Camp, a
summer program designed to address
the academic needs of learning-disabled
students in a camp-like setting. Several
parents, pleased with the improvements
in their children, urged her to start a
full-time school.

“Well, that was my dream!”
exclaimed Box. She prayed and sought
wise counsel, sharing her dream with her
Sunday school teacher at Southwest
Christian Church in East Point, Ga. He
asked Box two questions: “Do you feel
there is a need?” and “Are you the best
person to fill that need?” Box enthusias-
tically answered yes to both questions.

“Take it as a green light from God
and pray that He will stop you if it’s not
what He wants you to do,” said her
teacher.

In 1985, in the basement of her
church, the Bedford School, named after
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Betsy Box

Margaret Dempsey is
a freelance writer
from Atlanta, Ga.
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the small Alabama community where
her father had been raised, opened its
doors to 34 students. Today, the school
has an enrollment of 134 children in first
through ninth grade on its own 45-acre
campus in Fairburn, Ga. Her goal is to
develop each child into an independent
learner who can be successful in a tradi-
tional school setting.

Looking back, Box credits Samford
University with giving her the con-
fidence needed to bring her dream to
reality. “The professors set a wonderful
example,” she said. “For them, teaching
was a ministry. For me, that was vital.”

Today, Box, 2005 Samford Alumna
of the Year, supports her alma mater with
financial gifts to the Samford Fund, ear-
marked for scholarships. “I want others
to be able to have the education that was
so meaningful to me,” she said. l
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William E: Hull enrolled at the University of
Alabama/in 1948 as a premedicine major but
realized that the profession was not his “calling.”

“| was good at biology and chemistry, and
my 'mother wanted me to be doctor, but I didn’t
feel a sense of calling to medicine,” recalled the
1951 'Samford graduate and retired provost who
was honored as a 2005 Alumnus of the Year for
his life as a Baptist educator, minister, author and
lecturer.

Early in his junior year at Alabama, a clari-
fied call to ministry that he had first heard several
years earlier resulted in a midyear transfer to
Howard College.

“I hit the ground at East Lake and never
looked back,” said Hull, who switched his major
to religion and, at age 20, took his first pastorate
at the one-room Beulah Baptist Church near
Wetumpka, Ala. He was paid $20 a week.

“1 was definitely green,” he said of his
preaching experience at the time. “They had
heard me give an H-Day sermon and asked
me to be their preacher.”

Hull went on to earn a master of
divinity and then a doctorate at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.,
where he taught and held administrative
= posts for more than 20 years.

While pursuing his master’s degree, Hull
married his Howard College sweetheart,
Wylodine Hester '52. They have two grown
children, David, a minister in Huntsville, Ala., and
Susan Hull Walker, an ordained minister in
Charleston, S.C., and two grandchildren, Emily
Hull and Andrew Hull, a junior history major at
Samford.

Hull was dean of the School of Theology
and provost at the seminary in 1975 when the
congregation of First Baptist Church,
Shreveport, La., asked him to become their

preacher. He had led a revival and Bible
studies for the church, and just as the Beulah
congregation had been years earlier, the
Shreveport membership was immediately
taken with him. He found a congregation
that was challenged with many societal
changes of the mid-70s.
“They had never integrated a single
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ethnic group, had no women deacons and had
never ordained a woman,” said Hull.

Before he left in 1987, the church included a
racially diverse membership, and he was privi-
leged to preside at the ordination of his daughter,
the first woman to be ordained in a Baptist
church in Louisiana.

Remembered still in Shreveport for a 1977
sermon in which he challenged the city’s restric-
tive social structure, conservatism and worship of
the status quo, Hull was a strong force in north
Louisiana’s religious and political communities.
Active in the city’s Futureshape Commission,
Interfaith Committee and other civic causes, he
received the Shreveport Bar Association’s Liberty
Bell Award in 1984 and other awards.

His many other honors from academic and
denominational organizations include the pres-
tigious Outstanding Educator Award from the
Association of Southern Baptist Colleges and
Schools in 1999.

Hull has written seven books on theology or
higher education, as well as numerous book chap-
ters and articles in scholarly and denominational
publications. He has spoken on The Baptist Hour
radio program, and at many national and inter-
national Baptist conventions.

His return to Birmingham came at the behest
of Samford President Thomas E. Corts. He was
named to the new post of provost in 1987, serving
until 1996, when he was named University pro-
fessor. In his position as research professor, he
writes and lectures at a pace that some of his
younger colleagues would find hard to match.

“1 am swamped in writing projects,” admitted
Hull, whose latest book, Strategic Preaching: The
Role of the Pulpit in Pastoral Leadership, will be
released in 2006. For 15 years, he has been the
beloved minister in residence at Mountain Brook
Baptist Church, where he preaches one Sunday a
month and leads all Wednesday night services.

Hull admits he’s never been one for purely
recreational pursuits. “I like to read and write,” he
said. “I enjoy world travel and occasional trips to
the beach and mountains. | love my family, but |
also enjoy my work.” ll

Continuing to

an
Energetic

by Mary Wimberley



For close to half a century, he chronicled the
unfolding of history, tackling such diverse topics
as racism, political corruption and the develop-
ment of the South. From 1948, when he first
accepted his pencil and notepad as a police
reporter at The Birmingham Age-Herald, until
1992, when he finally turned off his computer as
editor of The Atlanta Journal, Luther Durwood
“Mac” McAlister '49 quietly acknowledges that
journalism gave him an opportunity “to have an
impact on change in Atlanta and the South.”

Now retired, the 2005 Alumnus of the Year
traces the roots of his life’s work to Howard
College and the faculty members there who
developed personal relationships with the
students. “They cared about us as students,
interacted with us,” he recalled.

Two faculty members
in particular encouraged
in McAlister two lifelong
passions that would birth
and nurture his career.
Anne Crittendon
Martin, his first
journalism teacher,
“inculcated in me a
consuming curiosity
and the desire to
accumulate knowledge
through that curiosity,” =
he said. “That served I n
me very well for the
next 45 years.” Dean
Percy Burns, an
English professor, lived
out his belief that, “It was a very good thing to be
educated in a broad field. His joy of learning was
infectious, and he set a course for me in wanting
to learn, be educated, know what was going on in
the world.”

The Birmingham Age-Herald and The
Anniston Star, where McAlister honed his craft
from the late 1940s to the early 1950s, were
training grounds for the budding journalist to put
into practice his classroom learning. In 1954,
McAlister moved to Atlanta and joined the staff of
The Journal, where, during the next 38 years, he
served in positions ranging from copy editor to
women’s editor to managing editor.

During his tenure, McAlister mentored
Cynthia Tucker, current editorial page editor for
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “Mac represents
the old-fashioned, hardworking, straight-arrow
newspaper man,” said Tucker, who was hired by
McAlister in 1976, fresh out of college. “He has
unguestioned professionalism and high ethical
standards. Whatever | have become, | owe in part
to Mac.”

Another closer-to-home McAlister protégé is
daughter Jane McAlister Pope, deputy editorial
page editor for The Charlotte Observer. Not
intending to study journalism, McAlister’s only
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daughter volunteered for the student newspaper
at the University of Georgia. “I thought it might
be a way to have fun and meet interesting people,”
she said. “After all, every journalist | had ever met
was fascinating.” She soon discovered she loved
the work, not just the people, and changed her
major. The elder McAlister encouraged his
daughter to consider other careers, citing jour-
nalism’s long hours, low pay and public criticism,
she said. “But it was too late by then. I'd caught
the journalism bug,” smiled his daughter, who
graduated with a journalism degree from Georgia
in 1978.

McAlister met his wife-to-be, Fay Curenton
’50, at Howard, thanks to a snowball exchange.
One snowy day, an anonymous female with red
hair hit him with an unexpected snowball.

Thinking she was a winsome redheaded
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McAlister “returned the favor |

would be
outdone by it, delivering
her own version of a
windowsill snowball
to him right in
the middle of
French class. In 1950, they were
married.

The McAlisters give con-
sistently to the Samford Fund.
“Dr. Corts certainly has main-
tained that atmosphere of
morality and faith on campus
that will lead an entire gen-
eration in the right direction,”
said McAlister.

He and his wife live in
suburban Atlanta, where they
are members of First Baptist
Church, Decatur. McAlister
is a “multifaceted believer |
who thinks well and acts
often. He is warmly faithful
as well as intellectually
faithful,” said pastor Gary
Parker. In addition to
their daughter, the -
McAlisters have two
sons and seven
grandchildren. l

Margaret Dempsey is
a freelance writer
from Atlanta, Ga.



Samford Honors Its Donors

by Mary
Wimberley

amford University said thank you to

donors who provided generous gifts

ranging from scholarships to new

facilities at its annual Philanthropy

Dinner Oct. 6. The dinner featured
several exciting announcements for the more than
350 guests, who were saluted for their significant
financial support during the 2004-05 academic
and fiscal year ending May 31.

Special honorees included members of
Samford’s four lifetime giving societies, which
recognize cumulative contributions of $100,000
or more to the University.

“The Promise for All Generations” was the
theme of the event, held at HealthSouth
Conference Center in Birmingham. Robert
Holmes of Birmingham, chair of the board of
trustees’ University Relations committee, presided.

Student and faculty perspectives were
presented by senior Zachary Harter and Ida V.
Moffett School of Nursing Dean Nena Sanders.

Harter, an accounting major from Acworth,
Ga., expressed appreciation to the donors for the
investment they have made in his life.

They would never know, he said, the extent
of the contributions they have made. “You've
invested in more than stocks and bonds. It is
remarkable to see how people have taken what
God has given them and invested in our lives,”
said Harter.

Sanders, noting the rich legacy the nursing
school has celebrated for 83 years, cited the lives
of two remarkable women, Ida V. Moffett and
Lucille Beeson. A unique synergy resulted, she
said, when the lives of the nursing educator and
the Birmingham philanthropist crossed. “They
had much to give, although in very different
ways,” she said.

“What would the Ida V. Moffett School of
Nursing be if there had not been an Ida V. Moffett
or a Lucille Beeson, or you, who have given so
much? Your gifts allow us to continue to dream
dreams, and | believe the world will be a better
place for it,” said Sanders.

“The Promise” was celebrated musically by
the A Cappella Choir, which performed F. Melius
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Robert Holmes, above, emcees the Samford Philanthropy
Dinner. Top (left), Samford A Cappella Choir entertains